Year 8 English — Task 3

Spoken Language

Discuss your memories with a trusted partner:

- What is your happiest memory? What is your saddest memory? Can you think of other
memories linked to emotions? E.g. fear, excitement.

- What is your earliest memory?

- In what ways can memories help us? Why are they important?

Reading
Erad the poem bedow and amewer the questions which folllov it
It Wa= Lomng Ago

Ml b= you something, shall |, someathing | remember?
Something that =8l means a great deal 1o me.

i was long ago.

A duisty road N summer | rememiber,
=] A mouniamn, and an old house, and a ree
That stocod, you know,

Eetund the houvse. #&n old woman | remember
In & red shawl wilh a grey cal on her knee
Humming under a bree.

1 She semmed the oldest thing | can remeamber,
Eut then perhaps | was nod maone than thnee

N was long ago.

| dragged on the dusly rosd, and | remember
Horw the old wooman looiksEd over Bie Tence at me
15 And seemead o bnow

Hioea it Tl b b= thees, and callesd oul, | remembeer
‘D you ke bilbarmies and cream for ea™
| wem=nd wndier the res,

And while she hummed, and the cat punmed, | remember
20 How =he Tiled a ssucer wilh bemies and cream for me
So long aga.

Buch bemies and such cream as | remeamber
| nEver had ==en bafors, and neEver sess

Today, you kraw.

25 And that = amosl &l | can remember,
The house, the mouni=mn, e grey cal on her knee,
Her resd shasad, @nd the e,

And e asle of the bamies, e fesl al Bie sun | remernber,
And the smedl of everything that used bo be
Sl So long agao,

Till the= beatl on the road owtside again | remember,
And how the long dusty oad seemed o have for me
Mo end, you know.

That = the farthes1 thing | can remember.
35 H wort mean much o you. i does o me.
Then | grew up, you See
El=anor Fagean




Look again at lines 1 to 12,

1. (a) How old was ihe speaker when this happensd? {1}
(b} Brefly descrbe whal happened. {1}
(e} Wirile down bao quoctalions which make it dear that this = a memory. (2]

Look again at lines 13 to 24.

2. Allileration is the repeiion of a consonanl sound and oromaboposia s the wse of a word
which creates the sound of the thing il describes.

(&) ¥nite down an example of each. 2}

(b} Explain whiy the posi might have used them. (4]

Look at lines 19 o 30,

3. The post uzes all af the ive s=nses in lthese lines.
Fird five examples, one for each s=nse. Use guolations (o support your answes.

=]
Look af Hees 31 Lo 360

4.
(&) Wiite down two guotaons whsch suggest al iraveling on ‘the road” might have been
difficult {2}

(b} The k==l line of the poem suggesis a diference betasen the yourg child and the groan-
up. What dos=s the poem sugges! aboul being a young child?

(3
Look at the poem as a whole.
5. Whal do you nolice aboul the =hape and form of the stanzas?
Commenl on anything you find interesing. [5)
(28]

Writing

Write a recount of your most important memory. You should write in first person perspective (I, me,
my, our, we) and past tense. You could include:

- Where did it take place?

- What happened?

- Who was involved?

- How did it make you feel at the time and how do you feel now looking back?
- Why is it such an important memory to you?



